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1. INTRODUCTION  

Global Climate Change (GCC) has emerged in the past few years as one of the world's major 
long-term challenges. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) defines climate change as “a change of climate which is attributable directly or 
indirectly to human activity that alters the composition of the global atmosphere and which is 
in addition to natural climate variability observed over comparable time periods”. 
 
The global average temperature of the air at the earth’s surface has warmed between 0.3ºC 
and 0.6ºC since the late nineteenth century. The four warmest years on record since 1860 have 
all occurred since 1990, the warmest being in 1998. Other evidence of global temperature 
increases since the nineteenth century includes the observed rise in sea level of 10-25cm 
resulting from a combination of the melting of mountain glaciers and the expansion of 
seawater associated with a rise in temperature. This recent warming stands out against a 
record of relatively stable temperatures over the past ten thousand years; with century to 
century variations of temperature seldom approaching the observed increase of global mean 
temperatures of about 0.3ºC to 0.6ºC over the last century. 
 
Climate change has serious implications for people living in the small islands of the 
Caribbean. Therefore this consultation seeks to raise youth awareness on the extent and 
dangers of climate change, and intends to empower the youth of Barbados to contribute to 
reducing carbon emissions.  
 
To this end, the members of the Barbados Chapter of the Caribbean Youth Environment 
Network (CYEN) decided to execute this National Youth Consultation aimed at creating a 
cadre of young persons knowledgeable about climate change, competent advocates and 
lobbyists for climate change mitigation and who have also developed entrepreneurial skills to 
the extent that they can capitalise on business opportunities related to climate change. As the 
lead youth agency in the region with reference to environmental and sustainable development 
issues the CYEN is committed to the cause of educating and empowering the wider public - 
mainly the youth population, for instance, via outreach and training programmes. All this is in 
an effort to illustrate that the wellbeing of our environment is ultimately the responsibility of 
every individual. 
 

1.1. Objectives 

The principle objective of this consultation is to raise awareness about climate change issues 
among youth within Barbados. These attitudes and perceptions will then be harnessed in the 
form of a Communiqué, which will then be circulated to both the Ministry of Energy and the 
Environment and the media, so as to make known the ideas and inputs which the youth of 
Barbados have in relation to Climate Change and it's potential adverse impacts. 
 
This consultation is in fulfilment of the terms outlined in approved project proposal of the 
GEF-UNDP-SGP and the Commonwealth Youth Programme funded Caribbean Youth 
Climate Change Mitigation Project. The activity expressly addressed: 
Specific objective 3.2: full involvement and participation of communities at all stages of the 
project including design, development, implementation, evaluation and monitoring through 
community meetings. 
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1.2. Report structure 

This report presents a synopsis of the workshop proceedings. Copies of all presentations and 
related documents are contained in and referenced in the text or headings as supporting 
appendices.  
 

2. OPENING CEREMONY  

The meeting was called to order at 10:30am. Miss Danielle Burnham presided as Chairperson 
for the duration of the proceedings. After the playing of the National Anthem, she welcomed 
all participants and introduced each opening speaker. 
 

2.1. Welcome: Kerryann Branford, National Coordinator CY EN Barbados 

Ms Branford began by giving a brief overview of the work that CYEN Barbados has been 
involved in on local, regional and international fronts. These range from participation in the 
Climate Change Mitigation Workshop held in St. Vincent in March, and the Global Water 
Partnership’s AGM in Trinidad last June, to the International Coastal Conservation’s cleanups 
on local south coast beaches annually for the last two years. This year this will be done on 15 
September. The regional biennial Congress serves to unite CYEN members across the 
territories, and is planned for Grenada 2008; while the members’ exchange programme will be 
in Guyana during summer 2007. 
 
She informed the attendees that the present consultation was jointly hosted by the Ministry of 
Energy and the Environment in commemoration of Earth Day on 22 April. This year’s theme 
is “A call for action on climate change”, being celebrated in varying ways across the world. 
Singapore launched the FairPrice Green Bag in order to reduce annual consumption of plastic 
bags from the current 2.5 billion. 
 
Ms. Branford tried to dispel the notion that only the major countries and contributors to 
climate change would be affected; when in fact it is the small islands which are most 
vulnerable, and the impacts are already materialising. 
 
This consultation aims to solidify the gravity of the situation in the minds of Barbadian youth, 
as they will be the ones to inherit the repercussions. Therefore the youth must take the lead in 
devising ways and means to combat these effects, and hopefully this example would be 
adopted by counterparts across the region. 
 
Finally, she challenged the participants to “discover energy you didn’t even know you had. 
Feel it rumble through the grass roots under your feet and the technology at your fingertips. 
Channel it into building a clean, healthy, diverse world for generations to come.” 
 

2.2. Opening Remarks: Dedra Bartlett, CYEN Regional Chairman  

There is a need to get the youth involved in managing climate change in Barbados and the 
Caribbean as a whole, especially in relation to the negative effects, noted Ms. Bartlett. Also 
important is the promotion of proper energy usage methods, as well as the importance of 
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making plans with respect to climate change. Since the youthful generation are the ones who 
will have to live with the effects of the decisions made today, they must let their voices be 
heard. 
 
Ms. Bartlett emphasised that recently everyone has witnessed in some form or another 
evidence of climate change. There are also the projected possibilities of increased strength and 
numbers of hurricanes rises in sea levels, more frequent droughts and erratic weather patterns. 
 
Thus far, the youth have not been involved in the decision making process due to 
unfavourable perceptions revolving around their age, maturity and experience. But, she 
pointed out that the youth are the future heirs of as well as a major sector of the community. 
 
Ms. Bartlett suggested that papers could be provided, and policies proposed to charter the path 
for tomorrow and to get other youth involved in areas concerning climate change and the 
environment in a practical way. 
 
In order to transform the world, we must begin with ourselves. 
 

2.3. Mr. Giles Romulus, UNEP GEF SGP  

Problems the youth have to face now are more serious than previous generations. But one 
must also look at the opportunity for innovation in processes and growth. 
 
Mr. Romulus expanded on this observation by noting that climate change is one of several 
“complex” or “meta” problems that are faced in this present age. These are ones with multiple 
and varying parameters, many of which can be traced to human behaviours. 
There are also dynamic variables and parameters. In trying to solve these in non-holistic 
manners, bigger problems may be created. For metaproblems to be solved there is a need for 
global agreement.  
 
These issues involve social problems e.g. poverty, urbanisation, gender balance etc. As a 
result, people must have a vision of how to address issues, and must continuously add to the 
current store of knowledge. When an innovation is created, knowledge is created which must 
be shared. There must be tangible involvement. GEF’s Small Grants Programme (SGP) 
provides up to US$5,000 for idea development and US$50,000 to execute the 
programme/project. Further information may be obtained from the website 
www.sgp.undp.org. 
 
From the energy auditing aspect of the project of which this consultation is a component, a 
small business is expected to evolve. It is realised that youth programmes and ideas will be the 
solutions to the problems and to this end the UNDP SGP will support youth. Mr. Romulus 
concluded by stating his hope that the youth would join with government and other 
institutions or organisations to continue in the fight for sustainable development. 
 

2.4.  Mr. Rickardo Ward, Ministry of Energy and the Envi ronment 

Firstly, Mr. Ward apologised for the unanticipated absence of the Minister as she had attend 
another engagement.  
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Although small island states contribute the least to greenhouse gas loading, they are the most 
likely to experience the adverse impacts and are unable to adjust to the causative agents of 
climate change. 
 
He continued his discourse by remarking that the debate surrounding the actuality of the 
climate change phenomenon has finally been settled. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) highlighted that atmospheric concentrations of methane and nitrous oxide 
from agricultural operations, and carbon dioxide from fossil fuel combustion and land use 
changes have increased significantly since the 1970s. Anthropogenic greenhouse gas 
emissions have increased average global temperatures since the mid 20th century. Even if 
these emissions were to stabilise at the current rate, sea level rise and global warming would 
persist for centuries.  
 
Additionally, the IPCC also revealed that degeneration of coastal areas e.g. erosion, coral 
bleaching would have negative impacts on fisheries and tourism. Sea level rise and increased 
frequency and intensity of extreme weather would cause storm surges, erosion, flooding of 
coastal areas, plus destruction of infrastructure, amenities and communities. Water scarcity 
would also become an issue. 
 
Mr. Ward stated that the solution lies in charting a national development path that recognises 
and considers the potential impacts of climate change. This implies contribution by all 
members of society, particularly the youth as the group to be affected most significantly. 
 

3. SESSION I 

In order to have all Barbadians aware of climate change and what they can do to reduce its’ 
impacts on their lives, it is important that all aspects of the country become involved, from 
schools to churches to community groups and clubs. This was the underlying premise 
conveyed throughout the presentations featured during the morning session. Furthermore, in 
order to better facilitate the endeavours of these organisations, assistance from government 
and business places, whether monetary, educational or otherwise is needed. 
 

3.1. Mr. Leslie Walling, CANARI 

Mr. Walling’s presentation covered the causes of climate change, focusing on both historic 
and more recent data. He noted that even though there is a natural cycle in the changing 
climate, the volume, intensity and frequency of events currently being witnessed - sea level 
rise, coral bleaching worldwide, droughts, floods and hurricanes being more frequent and 
more devastating than previously experienced - all point to anthropogenic influence. This was 
traced back to the industrial revolution from the early 1900s showing that there is a strong link 
with industrialisation and the increase in the use of hydrocarbon fuels. 
 
Mr. Walling covered the following: 
 

�  Our place in the scheme of things 
�  What is Global Climate Change? 
�  What evidence of Global Climate Change do we have?  
�  Why should you care? 
�  What can we do? 
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In answering these questions, he outlined the relationship between man and his environment 
and the need to keep a balance between them. He emphasised that there are two types of 
vulnerability: direct vulnerability in the form of storm surges, hurricanes, etc; and indirect as 
seen through water availability and agricultural output. 
 
Further he noted that a number of the indirect impacts arise because of our high level of 
dependence the environment and the goods and services that it provides. These ecosystems 
services are affected by a number of factors, many of which have to do with how, and what 
we do, i.e. development. 
 
He stated that “one of the things that we do is transform carbon from its stable forms (coal and 
oil) into carbon dioxide”. This release of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere is the primary 
cause of the amount of warming currently occurring on the global level, as the vast amounts 
being released are not absorbed quickly by the sinks (oceans and forests). The increase in 
green house gasses affects the parameters that characterise our climate systems, which in turn 
affect species, ecosystems, and human wellbeing. 
 
There was evidence shown of the current damages of global warming, especially in the form 
of melting glaciers, which along with the expansion of the sea due to increased temperatures 
leads to sea level rise. This translates to coastal land loss, especially on low-lying, exposed 
coasts, low limestone islands and coastal plains without effective buffers between sea and 
backshore, e.g. Barbados, Bahamas, Antigua and Grenada. Beach erosion too will be one of 
the results of Global Climate Change as higher water levels coupled with higher wave 
amplitudes lead to increased wave energy. 
 
One of the major highlights of Mr. Walling’s presentation came in the scenario he presented 
for Barbados in the likelihood of a category 3 hurricane passing over the island in conjunction 
with the other negative impacts of climate change. It is estimated that several coastal areas 
would be wiped out, leaving mainly the centre of the island intact. With the loss of the coast 
would come the loss of various facilities e.g. Spring Garden Highway, inclusive of the 
Barbados Light and Power Company as well as the Barbados Port Authority, Bayview 
Hospital, Government headquarters, Port St. Charles and the Bridgetown Fishing Complex , 
to name a few.  
 
The economic impact of Global Climate Change to the small islands of the Caribbean and 
world wide were also touched on, and the overall message that unless a stand is made, we will 
suffer the consequences was loud and clear. 
 

3.2. Mrs. Renee Boyce-Drakes, CYEN Barbados 

Mrs. Boyce-Drakes focused on a possible solution to the climate problem. Although a small 
step, the changing of habits in relation to energy usage in the form of lighting in homes and 
businesses can be beneficial to the environment. More significantly, it can reduce the amount 
of carbon dioxide emissions by decreasing consumption of electricity on a national scale, and 
consequently fossil fuel. She highlighted the economic and environmental benefits of compact 
fluorescent bulbs over the currently used incandescent bulbs. It was found that in a single 
month, over Bds$3.00 could be saved (per bulb) by simply switching to compact fluorescent 
bulbs.  
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The presentation also made mention of the various advances in technology that has resulted in 
a rise of energy efficient appliances on the market, popularly know as “green” appliances. It 
also focused on energy auditing, the process by which energy usage is monitored in an effort 
to reduce the energy bill of a home or business. The audience also learnt that factors such as 
the number of windows and doors in a home, the colour of the rooms as well as the exterior of 
the home, the number of persons in the home as well as the amount of shade available to the 
home all influence the amount of energy used. These factors, when carefully considered, can 
also impact on which methods best contribute to energy saving. 
 

3.3. Ms. Karen Smith, Ministry of Energy and the Environment 

Ms Smith presented “Climate Change: The National Response” to the participants, and 
focused primarily on the level of awareness to climate change in the Barbadian society. 
 
A history was given of the relationship Barbados has with climate change as a signatory to 
several international agreements, especially the Kyoto Protocol and Agenda 21. Mention was 
made of the impact and importance of: 
 

�  the  First World Climate Conference 1979 
�  Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 1988 
�  IPCC First Assessment Report 1990 
�  Second World Climate Conference 1990 
�  United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 9 May 1992 

 
Several regional initiatives were lauded including: 
 

�  Caribbean Planning for Adaptation to Climate Change (CPACC) 1997 - 2001 
�  Adaptation to Climate Change in the Caribbean (ACCC) 2001 - 2004 
�  Mainstreaming Adaptation to Climate Change (MACC) 2004 – present 
�  Vulnerability Assessment of the Barbados Tourism Sector 
�  Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC) August 2005 
 

At the national level there was the 2001 Initial National Communications consisting of a 
Greenhouse Gas Inventory. It was found that the majority of emissions came from the 
combustion of fuel for electricity generation and that the GHG emissions of Barbados was 
quite small but increasing, but were however still not significant at a global level. 
 
In conjunction with the national initiatives was a continual Public Awareness Campaign, 
which saw characters such as “Ozzy Ozone and “Guy Climie” being created. Newspaper 
Articles, tips in the newspaper, brochures and posters as well as lecture series and exhibitions 
were all utilized in sensitizing the general public in relation to climate change. 
 
The results from a national survey carried out in 2006 showed that: 
 

�  90% of respondents have heard about climate change, although 20% of the children 
surveyed stated they had not heard of it 

�  57% both adults and children defined ‘climate’ as syn0nymouis with ‘weather’ and did 
not distinguish between the two concepts in terms of time frames and patterns 
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�  More than 40% of children interviewed seem to be poorly or only partially informed 
about climate change, an this was interesting since most children said they learned 
about climate change at school 

 
Although persons were somewhat knowledgeable about climate change, it was evident from 
the results that more needed to be done. When asked “Who should deal with climate change 
and what should they do?” the following answers were given: 
 

�  44% stated that the Government should deal with climate change issues 
�  26% stated that “everybody” should deal with these issues 
�  Most suggested that it was government’s role to set policies and legislation 
�  The roles of private sector and communities, were complimentary to the roles of 

Government, i.e. to work together to address the issues of climate change 
 

4. SESSION II 

Participants were divided into groups to discuss two of six questions dealing with climate 
change in relation to its impacts on Barbados and its affect on young people. The aim was to 
generate ideas which targeted the Government and its role in mitigating or minimising adverse 
impacts. This compilation of all the matters and suggestions evolving from the various groups 
is to be delivered to the Ministry of Energy and the Environment as impetus for action in a 
communiqué. After the group work, a member from each shared their findings in a plenary 
presentation. 
 

4.1. What would make the issue of Climate Change relevant to the youth of 
Barbados? 

By raising the consciousness of young people with respect to the present and future effects of 
climate change, this may act as a catalyst increasing the willingness of persons to change their 
lifestyles. For instance, if persons were acutely aware of the harm caused by atmospheric 
pollution resulting from combustion of fossil fuels (e.g. acid rain, respiratory illness, smog, 
cancer, atmospheric warming) then they would be more inclined to adopt different behaviours 
and demand similar action by corporate society.  
 
Launching schemes and programmes geared to achieve this need to emphasise that without a 
healthy environment, then the way of life currently enjoyed would cease to exist. 
 
Furthermore, if there is a tangible and unwanted alteration in health, lifestyle and/or natural 
systems, then people would become immediately aware of climate change impacts, as long as 
the knowledge was applied to link the cause to the effect. Particularly significant are the 
impacts on ecosystems and their services. 
 
Examples of this included: 

�  Increased incidence of heat rash and sunburn, leading to persons investing more 
money into protection such as sunscreen and hats 

�  Increase in purchase and use of fans and air conditioning units, resulting in higher 
electric utility bills 

�  Loss of natural habitats, decline in species numbers and diversity 
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�  Vegetation loss decreases the capacity for carbon dioxide sequestration and air 
purification 

�  Severe declines in air quality may warrant purchasing of protective equipment such as 
masks and filters 

�  An extended dry season; increased frequency of fires during the dry season 
�  Higher intensity rainfall; excessive precipitation causing crop damage 
�  Soil erosion  
�  Raised sea surface temperatures leading to a decline in the health of coral reefs 
�  Decreased coastal defences amplify the erosion of beaches; reduced recreational 

opportunities for locals, diminished marketability to tourists 
�  Loss of coastal infrastructure, associated amenities, services and jobs 
�  Higher tides and increased roughness of the sea leading to a decline in recreation 

 

4.2. How can government get the youth educated about and involved in mitigating, 
publicising and adapting to Climate Change? 

Firstly, the suggestion was made that a spokesperson should be selected to represent the issue 
on a national scale. This individual should be one who is in the public eye, is likeable and has 
mass appeal to young people e.g. Allison Hinds, Gabby, MacFingall, Obadele Thompson or 
Barry Forde. This person would be also featured in advertisements such as television and 
radio commercials, posters and billboards. 
 
Two important points were noted: the personality selected needs to be one who is not a 
proponent of an immoral lifestyle; and secondly, there needs to be an awareness of and 
guarding against the repercussion of attracting youth to the individual and not the issue. 
 
Education 

�  Events 
Fairs could be organised which would feature the climate change/environmental icons created 
for the Ministry of Energy and the Environment: Guy Clime, Mr and Mrs Green, and Ozzy 
Ozone interacting with the crowd. Artistes and groups such as Pinelands Creative Workshop, 
Kimberley Inniss and Allison Hinds would be invited to perform. Special mention was made 
of the boy who performed a skit at NIFCA, where he played a coconut vendor talking about 
Cricket World Cup. Interspersed with the entertainment would be short (no more than 15 
minutes) presentations on climate change and its effects, or workshops and activities with a 
similar focus. Other elements commonplace to fairs would also be included e.g. food, DJs, fun 
rides and games. 
 
Companies which are important to the social lives of young people should be encouraged to 
sponsor an event and come on board with other initiatives. For instance, the mobile phone 
operators could be asked to sponsor a ‘climate bash’ called “Temperature”. 
 
Not only do these and other events need to be advertised well in advance, the tickets need to 
be made available early as well. Additionally, they need to be coordinated so that they do not 
conflict with other major events that would have a great crowd appeal. 
 

�  Publicising 
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Billboards would feature information and slogans, as well as the spokesperson and/or one of 
the Ministry’s icons. In a similar vein, cartoons can be created for weekly publication in the 
newspapers and for advertising purposes on television. 
 

�  Song 
One or more “short and sweet” jungles should be created which capture essential information 
about climate change and the environment, its effects and how people can reduce their 
contribution. 
 
 
Involvement 

�  Competitions 
These can be organised among schools at primary, secondary and tertiary levels, between 
youth or community or church groups, or other collectives of young people. These need to 
have the aim of imparting critical information and incorporating it into their behaviours. For 
example, the Girl Guides and Boy Scouts could create innovative projects which use less 
energy or alternative renewable energy sources than conventional methods. 
 
Apart from this the usual poster, slogan and song competitions would see direct engagement 
of youth in the education of their peers. 
 

�  Corporations 
Again, companies which play a visible role to young people in their lives could be approached 
to adopt new technologies e.g. mobile phones having solar rechargeable batteries.  
 

�  Fund raising 
Activities such as a fun walk could be used to generate funds which would facilitate projects 
directly targeting young people and their behaviour as it relates to the environment and 
climate change. Such a project could be a schools waste diversion programme, where 
components are separated to be sent for recycling and composting. The compost can then be 
used by the children to grow food crops and ornamental plants. 
 

�  Other mechanisms 
Forums may be created where youth can directly engage in activities which will aid in 
increasing the sustainability of lifestyles in the face of climate change. For example, 
subsistence farming which employs multicropping and crop rotation helps to maintain high 
yields, soil structure and nutrients, and provides indigenous food sources. 
 

4.3. What current environmental conditions exist which impact the youth and what 
solutions would you suggest? 

The environmental conditions mentioned were: 
�  Air quality - it has deteriorated rapidly over the recent past, and in the coming years 

will halt human development. Vehicular exhaust, use of certain chemicals and open 
burning of waste are principal causes in Barbados and pose a major problem. Air 
pollution has led to increased incidence and susceptibility to respiratory ailments.  

�  Loss of trees - trees provide food and shade, as well as being vital to elements of 
socialising and recreation within the Barbadian culture. They are also important 
economically e.g. for construction and crafts manufacture. More importantly they 
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provide ecosystem services such as maintenance of topsoil and interception of rainfall 
which prevent erosion and flooding. It is also important for recharging aquifers and 
maintaining soil nutrients. They also provide food and a habitat for many species. 
Removal of vegetation not only destroys these functions, it also lessens the available 
capacity for carbon sequestration. 

�  Gullies - a significant segment of the river and watershed system in Barbados, they are 
not maintained properly, with a prevalence of indiscriminate dumping. 

�  The Louis Lynch situation - this has had a large impact on youth in terms of education. 
�  The Careenage 

 
Solutions given to these issues are: 

�  Instituting standards to regulate vehicles and their emissions  
Inspection of vehicles every year or at certain mileage should be mandatory, with fines 
associated with different attributes as judged against a defined standard. If improvements are 
not met within a specified timeframe then the vehicle would be taken off the road. Efficiency 
of fuel use in particular is very important, therefore there should be appropriate restrictions 
and tax incentives on the types of vehicles imported; as well as increased availability of 
biodiesel and/or ethanol. 

 
�  Protection of trees 

There should be more effective enforcement of the Tree Protection Orders Regulations, 
preventing instances of total clearance of vegetation from an area, in particular to preserve 
habitat centres for different species. There should be more greening projects akin to the one 
for Bridgetown. Not only is vegetation beautifying, and important carbon sinks, it also 
provides shade from the intense heat. 
 
The youth also suggested an initiative whereby each household in Barbados plants and 
maintains at least one fruit tree. Not only would this foster social relations, but it also creates 
an informal economy. Trees also produce rich soil, and provide shade and opportunities for 
recreation. 
 

�  Better management of gullies 
Currently, the system depends too much on what is usually done because everything is free. 
People take the free services for granted, therefore at some point in time self-help will become 
necessary. 
 

4.4. What role do you think corporations should play combating the impacts of 
climate change and is this role played? 

Reduction of solid waste generation was one task the participants felt that corporate Barbados 
should play a more significant role in. Not only does waste represent an ineffective use of 
natural resources, but organic waste disposed of in landfills produces methane (a greenhouse 
gas 25 times as potent as carbon dioxide) as it decomposes. 
 
Offices in particular are known for their massive generation of “waste” paper. This, in 
addition to other resources may be maximised to reduce the waste going to landfill as well as 
the natural resources extracted to make new products. Such measures include: 

�  double-sided printing of all documents 
�  reusing discarded sheets with blank sides as scrap paper 
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�  sending unusable paper and old newspapers to be recycled 
�  create a bottle collection system to take advantage of the deposit-return system that 

operates in Barbados; the money can be reinjected into the company or used for 
socials, and the bottles will be recycled by the drinks manufacturers 

 

4.5. How do individuals and corporations contribute to the causes and impacts of 
Climate Change? 

Five major areas were identified in this area: 
 

�  Electricity wastage 
The primary and most blatant cause of climate change in Barbados that the youth identified 
was the wasting of electricity. Fossil or carbon-based fuels are used in the generation of 
electricity. During the generation process, carbon and other greenhouse gases stored in the 
fuel are released. Therefore, when electricity is wasted, unnecessary greenhouse gasses are 
emitted. In addition, the group continued by classifying the two major ways that they realise 
energy is wasted.  
 
The improper selection of electricity consuming appliances for the home or business is critical 
for efficient energy use. The wattage of the appliance must be carefully considered before 
purchasing. For example, it is a proven fact that (compact) fluorescent bulbs use less energy 
than incandescent lights. Yet residences are continually fitted with the latter; probably because 
the initial price is more favourable. Additionally, consumers sometimes fail to match the 
purpose of the appliance with its wattage. For example, it would be quite unnecessary to fit a 
bathroom with a 100W bulb since that amount of light would hardly be needed. The type of 
appliance also plays a significant role. Appliances and brands which have energy-saving or 
high-energy efficiencies such as those which carry the energy saving star should be favoured 
over the more archaic types.  
 
Human behavioural habits also lead to some energy wasting. Forgetting or intentionally 
leaving appliances such as televisions, radios, computers, lights on when they are not in use 
consumes electricity unnecessarily. Practices such as frequently opening the refrigerator, 
using the clothes dryer on days when the weather would allow clothing to air dry, ironing 
clothes daily instead of in bulk also wastes electricity.  
 

�  Energy wastage 
Energy, in relation to fuel, is wasted when persons use their vehicles to travel short distances, 
or neglect to properly plan their route and so have to travel back and forth. Commuters must 
also seek to select vehicles based on the number of people that it would have to serve. Too 
often an individual who travels alone regularly chooses to purchase a large vehicle which 
coincidentally usually uses proportionately more energy than the smaller ones. 
 

�  Industrial discharge  
A number of the bigger industries Barbados and the Caribbean freely discharge their waste 
emissions into the atmosphere since there are no (or few) emission standards in the region. 
Emission standards must be established to keep these businesses in check. Furthermore, it 
might be necessary for governments and industries to embark on studies or to adopt some 
practices or technology to cope with emissions.  
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�  Deforestation  
In an age of development, trees and other forms of vegetation are being removed to make way 
for the construction of houses and businesses. Since trees act as a natural greenhouse gas sink 
then this extensive clearing means that carbon is retained in the atmosphere that it would have 
otherwise been sequestered by the vegetative sink. The group noted that where deforestation 
or vegetation removal is occurring, the responsible party should be obligated to reforest or 
afforest another area in an effort to maintain some balance between the built and natural 
environment. 
 

�  Impact of sand mining and coastal development  
Sand mining and coastal development will have a magnifying effect on the impact of climate 
change in Barbados over time. This is so because removing sand from the beaches and 
building on the coastline destabilise the coast and reduces its ability to absorb the battering 
from regular wave action, storm surges and human activities. With the increased intensity of 
storm activity and sea level rise that is expected to (and has already started) to occur because 
of climate change, these coastlines could be severely damaged or completely destroyed. This 
would mean a loss to the economy since the country would suffer a loss of tourism, valuable 
land and expensive infrastructure. The groundwater reserves may also become contaminated 
since seawater will reach further inland eventually seeping into the aquifers i.e. saline 
intrusion. Furthermore, these losses would force the population inland leading to a need for 
more infrastructure and facilities to absorb it.  
 

�  Impact on fisheries  
Fish and other sea creatures may find the local waters unfavourable as climate change causes 
an increase in sea surface temperatures. As a result, fish species are likely to migrate to 
regions where the conditions are more comfortable. This would mean losses in employment 
and a food supply that Barbadians have relied on for years.  
 

4.6. How can Barbados (and the wider Caribbean) influence the behaviours of other 
countries towards mitigating the impacts of Climate Change? 

 
�  Deforestation  

The youth found that there was a dire need to address the matter of deforestation as a 
Caribbean community. They believe that where trees and other vegetation are removed, the 
responsible party should be required by law to contribute to or conduct a reforestation or 
afforestation project in another location within that country in an effort to maintain the 
balance between the built and natural environment and more importantly, to maintain the 
volume of the natural greenhouse gas sink.  
 

�  Information sharing  
Information sharing was also a critical issue in managing climate change and the impacts 
thereof in the Caribbean region. Each country should adopt the responsibility of generating 
climate change management ideas and for implementing them in their country. In addition, 
where a country has developed an effective, functioning mitigation or adaptation plan, it is 
critical for that country to document the plan and to distribute it to the other Caribbean islands 
so that they too could modify and implement it.  
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Additionally, the youth group felt the need to expand the network beyond the Caribbean 
region. This is not only important to developing a greater voice but also to provide and share 
information on this very global problem in a timely manner.  
 

�  Renewable energy  
After taking a retrospective glimpse at the state of regional economies and environment, one 
of the members in the group highlighted renewable energy as a solution to the energy 
problem. Recalling the success of solar power for water heating among other applications in 
Barbados; wind energy for electricity generation in Jamaica; geothermal and hydropower in 
Dominica, the group felt that the islands of the Caribbean hold tremendous potential for the 
exploitation of clean, renewable energy. They believe that although past and present 
technologies must be commended there is the need to take the use of solar energy in the 
region to a new level. Renewable energy must be harnessed and used in every applicable 
situation. Water should be heated by solar water heaters and industries must move towards 
replacing fossil fuel based processes with biofuel ones.  
 

5. CLOSING  

The vote of thanks was given by Mr. Leon Chase, Vice President of CYEN Barbados. Miss 
Burnham then declared the consultation concluded at 1:00pm. 
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APPENDIX III:  MEDIA CLIPPINGS  
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Appendix IV: Evaluation of workshop 
 

Average scores are given in all cases. The ranking scheme: 5 = excellent, 1= very poor 
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