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ROAD TOWN, BVI: The British Virgin Islands now has a regional publication with
contributions from three of the territory’s youth on environmental issues.
The Global Environment Outlook for youth in the Caribbean publication was launched
Wednesday at a ceremony and contains contributions from Akilah Corbin and Kharlon
Richardson and photographs from Dexter Penn.
Angela Burnett Penn of the Conservation and Fisheries Department welcomed attendees to
the ceremony and spoke of the significance of such publications and what it means for our
future environmental outlook.
“Today culminates the efforts that have been ongoing for a number of years. This
publication symbolizes more than just a collection of thoughts, ideas and expressions. It
tells us that we have a new generation of environmental leaders coming on scene that we
can all be very proud of,” Burnett Penn said.
Persia Tobin-Evelyn from the Department of Youth Affairs and Sports in her remarks
acknowledged the contribution of the former Youth Affairs and Sports Director Robert
Chalwell for his contribution towards the report.
Following the remarks, official presentations of the report were handed over to Clyde
Lettsome Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Natural Resources and Labour, Beverly
Brathwaite, Acting Deputy Chief Education Officer and representatives from the Library
Services, Conservation and Fisheries Department and the Elmore Stoutt High School
Environmental Club.
Lenette Lewis the Caribbean Youth Environment Network coordinator briefed attendees of
the history of the CYEN and their efforts that led to the publication and launch of the
Global Environmental Outlook for Youth in the Caribbean report.
A regional launch for the GEO Report was held in Grenada on November 1, 2008 and
country launches where held today in the 13 Caribbean countries with CYEN chapters.
The report is divided into three parts––the state of the environment in the Caribbean
which includes, coastal and marine zones, forests, land and food and biodiversity; youth in
action; and future outlook.
The youth component of the GEO project presents the environmental concerns and
proposals of young people. The report is the culmination of five years of work from more

than 150 young people between the ages of 15 and 29 who described different
environmental issues in their respective communities.
The Global Environment Outlook for youth in the Caribbean report aims to inspire youth to
participate in environmental management programmes that will bring environmental
issues to the forefront of development strategies in collaboration with other sectors of
society and government.
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Labour has endorsed the programme because it
considers the involvement of young people in environmental management an essential
part of achieving Government’s vision of protecting, managing and preserving the natural
inheritance of the Virgin Islands.

