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On May 31, 2008 at the dawn of the 2008 hurricane s eason Tropical Strom Arthur 
deposited several inches of rains on the country of  Belize. These rains caused severe 
floods across the country washing away bridges, cul verts, homes, vehicles, among 
others. Most devastatingly, Arthur took the lives o f seven (7) Belizeans in southern Belize, 
the area most affected by the floods of Arthur. Thi s storm cut off access to Southern 
Belize for almost a week cutting food supplies, fue l and medications among other 
necessities from reaching these residents.  While o nly taking seven (7) precious lives, 
Arthur affected thousands of Belizeans washing away  their homes, vehicles, crops, and 
disrupted their way of life.  

Team Y-FOCUS, CYEN–Belize’s Partner Chapter, led by  myself as the National 
Coordinator decided that it is imperative that we p rovide some assistance to the 
residents.  On Sunday June 7, 2008 just about 50 me mbers, parents, and other 
volunteers headed to southern Belize. The team spli t up into three (3) groups; the first 
group assisted in preparing a hot Sunday meal (the meal enjoyed as family by most 
Belizeans) for 500 residents; group 2 assisted in c lean up, and group 3 went from house 
to house donating clothing, medical supplies, groce ries among other items.  

This was certainly a heart wrenching experience for  me and was truly grateful to all our 
volunteers who came out. I have attached some pictu res below to tell the story…  

 

The house in the center of the picture was totally covered by the floods. Adjacent to it 
the floods made a path across the highway carrying huge boulders of rocks.  
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A team of 10 volunteers cooked on “Fire Hearts” 

 

Helping with the rebuilding. Our team here is helpi ng to rebuild an outdoor shower.  
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Mother nature’s power kept me in awe…  

 

 

Our volunteers assisted in pressure washing homes a nd appliances…  
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The storm brought several feet of clay and mud, tha t had to be washed out of the 
homes…  

 

Thanks to our volunteers…. 

As you saw, the devastation was breath taking. Than ks to our volunteers we were able 
to provide some assistance in the rebuilding phase.  Thanks to all who shared prayers 
and well wishes.  


